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SUBJECT: INTERNATIONAL LABOR REACTION TO BRITISH TUC CONGRESS 

1. CONVERSATIONS OF THE MISSION LABOR ATTACHE WITH KEY ICFTU, 
WCL AND ETUC LEADERS SINCE THE TUC CONGRESS AT BLACKPOOL 
EARLIER THIS MONTH HAVE REVEALED DEEP DISSATISFACTION WITH THE 
ANTI-EC MEASURES ADOPTED BY THE CONGRESS. THESE LEADERS FULLY 
EXPECTED THE TUC WOULD AGAIN RESOLVE TO OPPOSE UK MEMBERSHIP 
IN THE EC BUT WERE HOPEFUL THAT PRO-MARKET FORCES AT THE 

CONGRES WOULD SOMEHOW SECURE TUC PARTICIPATION IN EC 
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LATTER ISSUE WOULD INDICATE THEIR HOPES HAD SOME FOUNDATION. 

THEIR EXPECTATIONS WERE CHIEFLY GENERATED BY OUTGOING TUC 
GENERAL SECRETARY FEATHER, WHO, IN HIS CAPACITY AS PRESIDENT OF 
THE EUROPEAN TRADE UNION CONFEDERATION (ETUC), HAD APPARENTLY 
GIVEN HIS CONTINENTAL COLLEAGUES THE IMPRESSION THAT HE WOULD 
BE ABLE TO FINESSE A VOTE IN FAVOR OF PARTICIPATION. 

2. OF EQUAL CONCERN TO THESE INTERNATIONAL TRADE UNION LEADERS 

WAS THE TUC MOTION CALLING UPON ITS GENERAL COUNCIL TO CONSIDER 

SETTING UP AN INTERNATIONAL LIAISON COMMITTEE WITH A VIEW TO 

SECURING INTERNATIONAL TRADE UNION UNITY. ALREADY PREOCCUPIED 

WITH BRITISH INITIATIVES AT THE EAST-WEST MEETING IN VIENNA 

LAST JULY, THESE LEADERS RESENT THE UNILATERAL NATURE OF THIS 

LATEST BRITISH ACTION AND FEEL THE TUC IS EMBARKING ON A DANGEROUS 

COURSE. THE LEADERS WE HAVE TALKED TO WERE VIRTUALLY 

UNANIMOUS IN DESCRIBING THE TUC LEADERSHIP AS EXPERIENCED AT 

HOME BUT RANK AMATEURS ABROAD IN THE GIVE AND TAKE OF INTERNATIONAL 

LABOR POLITICS, ESPECIALLY WHERE THE RUSSIANS ARE 

CONCERNED. AS ONE ETUC LEADER SUGGESTED "THERE IS A BIG DIFFERENCE 

BETWEEN BELATERAL CONTACTS, WHICH WE ALL FAVOR, AND THE ESTABLISH 

MENT OF A STRUCTURED RELATIONSHIP WHICH THE BRITISH 

ADVOCATE." GREENWALD 
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